II. EDUCATION AND THE TRAINING OF
CHARACTER
Types of Governments correspond to the types
of human nature. States are made, not from
rocks and trees, but from the characters of their
citizens which turn the scale and draw everything
after them.                                               PLATO
IF there were such things as Political Shows,
machinery for the preservation of peace would be
among the exhibits. There, in a row, would stand
a succession of designs from the Holy Alliance (and
earlier) down to the League of Nations, Treaties,
Pacts, Covenants, Concerts of Europe, Military Con-
ventions, Disarmament Projects, all of which began
in hope and ended in failure. Many of them are
powerful, many ingenious, but none have worked.
Are the projects of our generation for preserving
peace to be equally unsuccessful? It depends on
whether we diagnose rightly the cause of our past
failures.
Better institutions are greatly to be desired, but
the efficiency of institutions, as of machines, depends
on those who operate them. The fete of a new League
or Concert of Nations will depend on those who work
it The evils of the world do not come, except in a
minor degree, from bad political machinery and will
not be cured by improving it There is a truer phi-
losophy in the Epistle of St James, "From
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